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SIR, 


APPEAR: here as Adel for tha Ruſſia 
1 call in the witneſſes 
=> whom ſhall beg leave to examine, I will 
take the liberty to acquaint the Committse 
nge | 
6; this trouble. 3. 29:0) Aue out, 
if The Ruſſia 3 3 * the Re- | 
1 port of the Committee appointed to enquire 


into the preſent ſtare of the Linen trade in Great 
Britain and Ireland, that a conſiderable decay 


1 in that trade was complained of, and imputed 
5 (among other cauſes) to the increaſed import - 
tion of foreign Linens; and to the importation 
of them on too low duties. And finding chat 
1 - ſome of the witneſſes, examined by the Commit» 3 


8 . 


1 6 1 
tee, had imputed part of the evils they complain- 


cd of, to the interfering. af Ruſſia L.inens, the 
. Company thought it incumbent on them 


putable Evidepce,they could conv 
mittee, n ge evil Teber 
could, with juſtice, be imputed to the increaſed 
© Importation of Ruffia Linens, or to the Importa- 
tion of them on duties too low. 112 
4 I wiſh, Sir, to lay before the Committee a 
tate of the trade between England ad Rullha ; 
F ein doing this, the points which, .among; others, 
| IJ ſnould be moſt e 7 
theſe: Jg ups . 02 (32s dif Sd <2 
w e eser on Mud are of 
ſuch a quality, as to be chiefly conkirhedby' the 
eee 124m! hgh <li 
That the! want, gd.them could mot be: Jupplied 
any of che manufactures of Britin: 


{4 28812 . 18 11 fr? 


;ercafed + And, 
That at preſent they 12 Wr duty. 
Aan Dur. e of flax is confer 


213 


| a | 8 4 = © —— - * :, — L U g þ ; $4, 2 — 

ing 35 Daniele 2d: 10 Th t 
0 * * Pr 4 WATT TEE” F rn, 40 2 
= 4, ® . 4 


t defire to be heard; in hopes that, by indiſ- 
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That the manufactures of Great Britain, ex · 


el 


ported t Ruſfia, exceed in value the Ruſtan 


. manufa@tures imported into Britain, Sl 


That the duties paid en the importation of 


3 
the Woolln, manufacture; of Britain in Ruſſig, 


are low, jn compariſon of t thoſe paid in Britain 
on the importation of the Linen enen 
of Ruſſia. 

That the. whole of the 1 3 Ruſtia 


" Great Britain, i is carried, on in Britiſn ſhip- 
Ping + and that the Britiſh, merchants, reſident 


in Ruſſia, enjoy very al Let 


granted. to. other European nations. i 
I will now. beg ne to a in our wi⸗ 


a neſſes. 10 Inyo {$24% " : $95 $5 11 N 


(Mr. Samuel Stratton: — * l 
thoſe points which related to the importation 55 
Ruſſia Linens; and his examination having taken 


up a conſiderable time, it as not thought necal- 
ſary to call Mr. William Edwards, who. was 


prepared to haye given a fulb and D 


Evidence on the ſame points. | 


Mr. Nicholas Cavanaugh" was 8 an 


_thoſs points which related to the exports from 


Great Britain to Ruſſia, to the exportation of 
A 4 flax 


! 

flax from Ruſſia, to the quantity of Britiſh 
Fipping employed, and to the "priyiteges es grant- 
ed by the Ruſſian government 15 > the. Brit 
© merchants reſident in Ruſſia. H Evidence 
L "having b been clear and circumſtantial; the Agent 
© «thought it unneceſſary to call other Virneffes, 
who were ready to have confirmed it. 2 1 
SVBy leave of the Committee, the Atent pro- l 
ceeded thus ;— — RY? „ 
82:Fhe: Evidence which has been laid before | 
-the- Committee, I think, amounts to this: 2 
l That the Linens imported from "Ruſſia are 3 
1 "chiefly uſed: by the poor; that the want of 
them could not be ſupplied by our home ma- 
-nufaQures; that che importation of them is de- 

creaſed; that the annual amount of theſe im- 1 
*portations is from 100 to C. 149,600; that the 
*preſent ' duties on the importation of them 
amount, in the loweſt inſtances, to above 26 | 
Per kent. on che value; in the higheſt, to above 

50 per cent.; that an — of duty would in- 
{creaſe the price to the poor; that ohn Exports 
to Peterſburg only amount to about . 300, o 
cantually ; that of this ſum, the manufactures 
of Britain amount to £-200,000, the unmanu- 
COT OE 22 nin 01 ais. ur 
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kactured produce to L. 100,000, that the dy- 


\P 1 
dies paid on the 1 importation. of our woolens, i n 
Ruſſia, are between 17 and 1 8 per cent. on theie 


value; that the wipping employed by us, „ 
170, ooo tons; that we import between 2900 | 
and 8000 tons of flax annually z t that our mer- 
brow reſident j in Ruſſia have e mY 


1 Tay 


This being the ſtate of che Eiikenck 


ſervations on it, and on other circumſtances of 


our trade, in which 1 ſhall endeayour to be con- 


ciſe. 1 mean to confine myſelf ſtrictiy within © 


my propet limits, the buſineſs of the Ruſſia 


Company: The general ſubje& before the Com- 
mittee was amply entered into by Mr. Glover, 


who through life has been diſtinguiſhed | in the | 


literary, che commercial, and the political world. 
1 ſhould little expect to be attended to, if, after 
him, I was fo eee as to enter on [the 


Mo WAG INS ad poo» 


ſubject at large. C 


The buſineſs of che Ruſta Company lie wh: 


in a ſmall compaſs ; perhaps no argument of 
mine will be ſo ſtrong, as the inexperience and 
want of ability 25 will Eng in me their 
Wi Agent: 
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4 48e 30 ve ocate; they AT ue have: ſie 
| - their 1 to wy "chanagement. . f 


nne 


IL 


'By 1 the evidence of Mr. Stratton it appears, 
that the poor rfa] can furniſh. themſel lves with 


91481 C * 


the Linen manufactures 6f Ruflia, on much 


VO 


cheaper terms,. than with any of our home ma- 


5 . 'Ve has not mentioned on hom much 


528 


N * eaper; terms; but, 1 think, T have k heard they 
ma cloath "themlelves at two. thirds of the ex- 


"If 


Pence; and, this, with a Linen; which, having 
Paid to "government « one third of its value at 


Kalk 1 in duty, has already been altiſtant in ſome 


W019 399 


meaſure even to thoſe wh wear it, by contri- 


'buting to thoſe Wants of the rate, which, if they 


2 89 341d 


Were not atteviated by duties on foreign i im porta- 
ons, hüt fall wit Heavier « ON the neteſfari ries 


boek ue, cha they now edo. Under theſe" cir- 


Komſtances, if the Conmitter are convinced that 
bY Linens np awd from Ruſſia are ſervi ceable 


2 9 the Jaboutin 5g p poor, if they "nd that, in theſe 


Hatte 2 ere 0 ITE! 


bnfey A part of ebe Hin frperthcighe abe lll id br 


. Hammocks by; the,navy and merchant ſhips; and for-tonts; and 
| -- hy camp equipage. Oe 


* 


7 11 « þ 
times of dire, "they afford them 4 . 
cheaper U6ithitig than they could procote fan 


our own manufnctures it 18s then evident, that 


any inercaſe of duty, or aby* impediment thrown 
in the way of our Einen importations, woul tle | 
an addftibnal burthen, not on the fatttälſſe 
wants of the elegant and foxuridus, $6963 
neceſſities" of the whole” claſs of our lbotfobs Þ 
Poor. There needs no argument to con binde 
the Committee of the mexpedieney; Tam 
tempted to add, of the inhuanfty, of ſuch 2 
meaſure A meafure not veteſſary, as I conceive, 
for the relief of thoſe wh have” 1 to 4 
Sir, for affiftatice: eee e 

The inconveniences they ſuffer are not im- 
Putable tb us; for the dechy they 4 
2 6f in " their trade cannot be imputed to the 
- increaſe of our importatibns, as the moſt expe- 
rienced of our importers has informed you on 
his {own knowledge, that the e is 
Hen and pars it is Rel : deen 


* [L]; an add bode of FR Key 
., be eſtimated at above 5 million yards; / for the'two'laſt'years, 

7.4t has been. about 4 00, 00 yards it has boat nd + 
of the whole importation. | r 
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Fate Liners are; that they amount in the low- 
eſt inſtances to above 26, in the higheſt to above 
50 per cent. on their, value [e]; after this, the 


i Committee will not think a decay in the Linen | 
E . manufactures of Great Britain; and Ireland can 


abc imputed to che increaſed importation of Ruſſia 
„Linens, on 700, azo; duties. We are confident, 
that the wiſdom. of parliament will not adopt a 
, weaſure ineffectual to the purpoſes; for which it 
ae be deſigned, injurious to the labouring 
Poor, and and which in its conſequences may, be 
igbly prejudicial to every manufacture of theſe 
ingdoms, the Linen manufature, ſelf . not 
excepted. T7 
Acts For we ** wenn you, that the mbole value 
of our exportations to Ruſſia amounts to above 
= 300,000 annually. Mr. Cavanaugh ſpoke 
| af as to the exportations to Peterſhurg,. which 
„hc Jax ſaid. amounted to about that ſum. That tde 


r By value, I would always'be underſtood to mean the 
. — really received by the manufacturing or producing 
: countries; thus the value of Ruſſia Linen inclucles all ct: 
"incurred in Ruſſia, but is excluſive of Britiſh charges; 
5 yalue of Fritiſn Mportxtuba e ol 42 * bur 
r due. 
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You have heard, Sir, what the duties paid on 


ET F 2 


1 


value of Britiſn manufactures exported, exceeds 
conſiderably the value of the Ruſſian manufactutes 
we import; ſo that, the trade of manufactures only 
conſidered, the balance is in our favour. That 
our woolen manufactures pay, on their imports- 


tion into Ruſſia, a duty only of between 17 


| and 18 per cent. on their value, while the du- 


ties paid on the importation of Ruſſian manu- 
factures into Britain, amount | 4] to double that 


proportion. Now, ſhould we increaſe this high 
duty on our part, the ſoundeſt policy would 
Vvarrant, the ſtricteſt equity would juſtify; the 
Ruſſian government in increaſing theit duties on 


Britiſh commodities: nor would there be the 


ſuame objections from internal policy as with us; 
for many of the articles, imported from Britain 


into Ruſſia, are not to ſupply the wants of the 
neceſſitous, but to contribute to the elegancies 
of the luxurious. We cannot doubt but, under 
theſe circumſtances, the Ruſſian, an 


17 


[4] In order. to. n as 2 43 


'- Bible from fact, rather than calculated eflimares ; one of our 


wolt confiderable' and moſt general importers took. the value 
ol his whole laſt year's unportations, and the amount of the 
duties he on them; on comparing them, he found he 4 
e fr cet, the original value in duties. 11d £ 
wo 4 


Z e * 


6. | 


© would. increaſe. the duties on qur nnn 
Vould endeavour to eſtabliſh and encourage rival 
wanufactures, and, leſſening the attention they 
doe give to the Linen, their only conſiderable 
and fayoutite manufacture, they would, on print 
E ciples of the ſonndeſt policy, give cuntenance to 
© apy efforts; te, cſtabliſh other manufactures as the 
rivals of gur. Theſe, ideas are not wantanly 
produced. from the hoard of an inventive, ima- 
gination, - The. Ruſſian, government is poſſeſſed 
of, che trueſt principles of commercial policy. 
The ſenſible edict, which precedes che tarife of 
1767, Warrants this aſſertion, The Ruſſian em- 
Nixe sis rifing in arts, and has much in its power. | 
Bur this is not the only. had, effect, which 

| mighe be the conſequence; of. our endeavours 
to check the Ruſſian, manufactures of Linen. 
There is a meaſure. which, the Ruſſian, govern- 
wer wied adopt, which; would: affect mars- 
Xially, and, as. L conceive, affgct only the Linen 
manufaturcs of Britain and Ireland, When vou 
recollec, that our importations of fr fm 


Fut are between z and 8000 tops yearly, Ton 
vill be aware how wg ney dies * High duty 


on e Bon At Nior 1 0 6 . 8 K OL. om, Ruß- 


would 


at 


wh 


would | Prejudice. our Linen. 7 manufactures. 
Should ve, endeavour. to jure the Ruſſian 
1 manufaCture. f Linen, this, would be an ob- 
vious, a juſt, and, I am ſure, it would be an ef | 
fectual remedy, as it would, lower the price of | 

flax in Ruſſia, by, tending to prevent che ex- 


portation, of it, and taiſe the price on, ouf mg 
nufaturers, Fhould. urgent occgfiah,, ſhayld 


ſudden, reſenrment, Prompt the, meaſure.) why. | 


might net the Ruſſian goyernment totally f 


hibit the exportation ꝙ of Fer 
Nor are theſe. the only, miſchiefs . we. have. to 


fear, wonld. ye throw. any, difficulties.in the, way 
of the. favourite manufacture of Ruſſja,, To 
have, been informed by one of qur witneſſes, who 
has been reſident in Ruſſia, and who ſpeaks from 
an experience of, thirty-two years, that the, Br 


tiſh, are, favgured. nation, fayoured in à very 


peculiar. manner by the grant of privileges de- 


nied to other nations; Priyileges of a nature pe- 
euliarly agceprable to a Briten. We. almoſt 


cam ith, us into Ruſſia the, freedam, af ou 
own happy country; a ray of Britiſn liberty 


breaks thropgh the gloom o of Northern deſpotiſm, 1 
and; e the dvellings of a Te in 


ſſia. 


obs 


[1 — 
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SET 
* 


16 15 
R villa, . * Not only favoured, and materially fa- 


youred in the manner of paying our duties, the 
friendſhip of the Ruſſian government has given 


us a degree of perſonal freedom, beyond what 


the” ſybjects of Ruſſia, beyond what any other 


"nations, emoy in Ruſſia, The arbitrary order 
= of an inferior military officer cannot quarter 
Toldiers in the houſe of a Briton ; nor exact, as he 


ai from others, even from Ruſſians of the firſt 
Hank, pecuniary amends, for not moleſting him 
with ſuch troubleſome inmates. © 


N Britiſn merchant is not amenable, in 


matters felating to buſineſs, to any of the in- 


ſerior courts of juſtice, the ſeats of endleſs and 
—uncertain litigation'z his cauſe is heard by the 


'college of commerce, a court that conſiders it- 


ſelf as the guardian of commercial rights. 


The ſubjects of Britain reſident in Ruſſia are 
not confined, in the diſpoſal of their effects at 


their death, by the Ruſſian laws of inheritance ; 
but they may diſpoſe of them by will in ſuch 


manner as is moſt for! the intereſt of their fa- 


3 
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In cles of W 70 of 181 arreſt 


ven yaluable nigen reſpeding perſonal 
1 2 freedom, 


. 
freedom, ate enjoyed * our countrytnen in I 
A Hesel 2 4158 {REL (TH ie | 
It is evident by theſe a inſtances of 
_ that the Ruſſian government wiſhes to q 
be on the moſt friendly terms with us; but Mr. 
Cavanaupb, in conſequence of a queſtion from 
an honourable Member of this Houſe, has told 
you, that the Ruſſian Government thought them- 
ſelves aggrieved by the additional duties laid 
on Linens in 1767: and ſurely they were not 
without reaſon for thinking ſo; that part of the 
duties, particularly, which was an additional duty 
on all Linens above 36 inches broad, fell heavi- 
ly on our ſheeting, which already paid a duty 
on a rate equal to their value, and eſtabliſhed 
as lately as the year 1765. This meaſure, we 


had reaſon to think, was adviſed by a perſon 
who had himfelf, or whoſe near relations had, an 


intereſt in a manufacture of ſheeting, whoſe 
motive was to check the importation of Ruſſia 
Meeting, in order to benefit this manufacture 7 
The effect, I believe, in no reſpect anſwered his 
expectation; Ruſſia ſheeting continnes 40 be 
imported, is ſtill uſed e) and will continue to 


5 £1 It is ſtill uſed; ba the exorbitant duty ndw paid ke 
B be 


1 2 1 


! be uſed; 16 long as it is found to be ſuperior W 
V every manufacture of the ſame kind. 


FTbis is à ſtriking inſtanee of the inefficacy of 
— —— Aided Liane. in _ 
home manufactures, 

Iocapnot quit this ſubjeR, vichour digrefing 
F r to eien with honour the conduct of 
© this WE bee pad to eee 
They have had the ſenſe to perceive what they 
E could not do; they have had the genius to 
EF diſcover; What they could do. Encouraged. only 
j by the grant of the importation of their raw 
material free of duty, by their ingenuity, and 
perſevering induſtry, the inhabitants of Man- 
cheſter have brought their cotton manufacture 
to 2 degree of excellence beyond, I believe, 
their dun mot ſanguine expectation. A very 
conſiderable, a very increaſing, exportation of 

| this beautiful manufakture to Ruſſis, contributes 


nun, de eb Ueprived the loweſt claſs of people of 

the-ufe it; they we ww forced into the uſt of ravensdack, 
fend of ſheeting, which, though bought at a lower price 
Min 1 Week wan be wic for, is either ſo tonverient, nor 
nnn to; them; i 
I . 
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I 
r6 rwafd the” ge nius and induſtfy of che ma- 


vufsckutere. Das refine — 3 964 
Phe Britih nation has been hitherto com 


che important privileges we enjoy, the peculiae 


 civiſity and attention paid by the Rulllan-court. 


to the ſubjects of Britain, are alone proofs” of 


its friendly diſpofition—Shall we hazard this 
eſtabliſhed friendſhip, theſe important privi- 


feges ? hall we hazard the benefits" we recebve 


from a conſiderable, an increaſing (for ſuch it 


is) exportation of our own manufactures, by 


which it would ſeem to be deſigned, and im- 
mediately injurious to the moſt valuable of our 


. our fiſheries ss 
I ſuſpect it may be jug, Gar" 1 had 


forgotten the real ſtate of the trade between 


Ruſſia and England—a- trade, the balance of 
which is very conſiderably f in favour of Ruf.. 


2 L/ There is no one circumſtance of our 
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In This may be is as the Nate of the __ ex: 


cluſive of the article of jewels ; thoſe of tallow and } iron are 


conſiderably encreaſed of late years. Our imports are, 


B 2 Hemp 


Fidered as the friend of Ruſſia: independent df 


a meaſure ineffectual to the purpoſes for 


ſubjects, the labouring Por. of our es 


: 


* 
* K«nKü«ͤ „ = ph 
* = * « 
* 
” 


ä 


9 N 
x Ss 7 by * 
1 1 
an = a 
? . *% - 
þ l « 


N the attention 1 e Commiteeny, — 


te, 10 Which umme fincerely. wiſh to engage: 


hag carried on, ol ring _ "of Sold and 


flyer, they. would introduce inta.. Britain. But, 


Sir, af gold. and ſilver you can neither make 
an anchor, nor a ploughſhare. The inſtruments 


124 a4 


of agriculture, of navigation, and of arts, are 


produced by the mines of Siberia, not by thoſe 


of Peru. IT he articles we bring from Ruſſia, 


Qu! hemp. o ur iron, our flax, are 1 ſo. iodiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſar to us, for every purpoſe of agricul- 


dure and of commerce, that, had we no. export 
trade, it would be very een reden, 


Hemp 16,000 tons, at C. i222 C. 288,000 
5 30,200 tons - 0 3000 

Mos tans . r u ee 
Linc nates — — 3 7 8 3 130,000 
re. ee 20 tl hot 191 
Daals At 12 ee — 31 4 - . 170,060 
Briſtles, iſin glaſs, linſeed, bills, and mat. „ 30,000 
Furs, Mabe and a articles, about © „ 20,000 
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1, 153,000 
Exports to args only, 885 3 | 200,000 


of the exports to other port in Rane we dae 1 


ant accu. 37 ? 2 4 V1 


tentively 


SS 


rentively- cultivate the friendſhip” of Ritſhafion 


account of our import trade only. The Ruſſian 
government has been for ſome years in 
an expenſive war; a very conſiderable fevemo 3 
might be raiſed, hy additional duties on hemp. 
flax, and iron; a tax we muſt* pay) howeyen J 
exorbitant it might be. The annual want -6f Þ 
7.97; 8090 tons of flax would be felt hy gn 
Linen: manufactures; hemp and iron we muſt 
have without them, our navy, our commerce, 
qur agriculture; are at end ; without them, wh 
would hel Out wealth, where, our naval. honours 
The gold, it is true, would be produced in the 
mines of; Peru, but not for us; we obtain it, 
not by plunder, but by commerce by a c.. 
'merce protected, when, attacked, by our naval | 
ſtrength. Lou will never, Sir, think, that trade 
a prejudicial one, which brings home the ma- 
terials, without. which, commerce could neither. 
be. undertaken nor protected. Tou will chink, 
that trade an aduantageous one, which, carried 
on entirely in Briuſh ſhips, employs annuals 

17 [e] 170,000 tons of ſhipping. | 


(e! The labour of ſeamen, and ſeigdt #3 * 8 
of * nature of an exported commodity. Petty" s Pal, Arith. 
Ho, | Popular 


I a 1- 


Popular prejudices provail againſt eontraftors; 
I | Hog yor- "ell 05 med N oaagh the 


3 eon terms as reafonable as any private 
ee miker. We have, among the members of 


J Sn {br une as any in the city; but their 
nder inherited, or acquired by 


SKg6t Fortunes acquired by the plunder of go- 


3 Read the venerable name of Mr. Nettleton, our 


12 advanced ige, in the chair of the Ruſſia 
Sag the! e ee rein 


Sat is Wks 


| bar te ar of heb. e 21 


- - 5 „„ 
2 


6 A navy is applied = CS 'article of | 


EF He mam Company, names as diltinguiſhed 


erereditt6 the name of Merchant ; they 


anch pie, or by 4 mad ſpirit of en - 
$ as miſchievous to ſociety as” either. 
Wei mn recollefting ſuch members af the 
Muff 'Conipany, 1 cannot but place at their 


1  Gobrinor, who Ras paſſed a long life, equally ; 


$ For his ubilities and integrity, who, for 
| mi gears, bis found; and fill Ends, B) at 4 


Pol The Ruff ese N have to EN 5 any y circum: | 
7 r. Nettleton from undertaking tc to ap- 


= 
. W . | 
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{ 33 ] 
I have now laid before the Gan hl 1 
3 of the Ruſſia trade, uſeful to the 
community, I truſt, in every brahch oft; . 
porting annually more than L; 300,000, in value 
of our products, of which ſam two thirds" t 
leaſt are our manufactures, importing chief 
the moſt neceſſary raw materials. The manu- 
factures we import do not amount to more tham 
one eighth part of our whole importations, a 
thoſe manufactures of a coarſe quality. 0 
more conſiderable imports are hemp; iron, Gans, 
_ rallow, timber, deals; all neceſſary for the us 
even of the loweſt claſs of people, nor o . 
fering at the ſhrine of luxury. ¶ The ſeverity os 
Spartan government would have n co 
tenance to a commerce like this. 
1 have ſaid nothing relating to he fügen 
of drawbacks on exportation, as I am unwil-- 
ling to take up the time of the Committee abom 
a matter which, as a part of the general ſubject, 
was conſidered by Mr. Glover. One of o 
witneſſes, Mr. Stratton, has informed you, tit 
ſince the taking away the drawback on Riillis 
Sailcloth, conſiderable quantities of it go fm 
Holland to our Colonies ; that we do not ſer” 
| more 
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"""— __ quartet of the number of pieces 
= weuſedito export, the remaining three quarters 
do an ald to the trade and navigation of 
q Ser neighbours the Dutch [i]). Such a fact 
of more weight than any argument: 
A is time that 1 conclude = - 

If, Sir, the Committee are convinced, that 
the ſuppolitions of an increaſed 1 importation, and 
"of an' importation on too low duties, are ground- 
—that our importations of Linen are high- 
J Krviceable to the poor—If they think that 
Any Alterations in the ſtate of the duties on 
une Linens, might have a tendency to check 
- k wwery *beneficieÞ and increaſing exportation of 
our own manufactures; and an importation of 
raw materials advantageous to our Britiſh and 
Ti mahufattares- of Linen, and effentially 
neceſſary to our navy and our commerce ; ” 
re we can have nothing to fear. 

1 The i importance 5 being the carriers for other nations, 


VI ner be too much attended to ; the value of a Seamen 
2750 rated high! in tht Political Arithmetic of Great 
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